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Matthew 1:23 (NLT)
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God
is with us.””

John 1:14 (NIV)
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

WE WERE CREATED FOR LIFE-GIVING CONNECTION TO GOD

Genesis 1:26 (NLT)
Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us...

God made us like Him in the ways needed to relate to Him

Genesis 3:4-5 (NLT)
“You won't die!” the serpent replied to the woman. ® “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it,
and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”

Mark 15:34 (NIV)
And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?”).

Romans 5:6-8 (NLT)

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. ” Now, most people would
not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is
especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.

THE HEART OF GOD HAS ALWAYS WANTED TO COMMUNE WITH US
CHRISTMAS IS ABOUT THE GRAND STORY OF GOD’S LOVE PURSUING US

Psalm 23:6 (NLT)
Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life...

Romans 8:31-39 (NLT)

What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? *? Since he did
not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else? ** Who dares accuse us
whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself. ** Who then will
condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor
at God’s right hand, pleading for us. * Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer
loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with



death? ¢ (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) *" No,
despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. *® And | am convinced that nothing
can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today
nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. ** No power in the sky
above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that
is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

In this Christmas season we want to do more than read the Christmas story and reflect on Jesus in a manger - we
want to be AWE-STRUCK by the truth that God’s love pursues us

- ARE YOU CONVINCED THAT GOD’S LOVE PURSUES YOU?
-  HAVE YOU LET THIS TRUTH OF HIS LOVE IMPACT YOUR HEART AND CHANGE YOUR LIFE?
- HOW WILL YOU RESPOND TO THIS GOD WHO PURSUES YOU?

He gives you the choice - true love/relationship is based on free will.

Romans 2:4 (NLT)
Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you
see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?

Jeremiah 2:13 (NIV)
“My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own
cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.

COMMUNION SCRIPTURES:

1 Corinthians 11:27-30 (NLT)

So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily is guilty of sinning against the body and blood
of the Lord. ?® That is why you should examine yourself before eating the bread and drinking the cup. ?° For if you eat
the bread or drink the cup without honoring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon
yourself. *° That is why many of you are weak and sick and some have even died.

1 John 1:8-9 (NIV)
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. ° If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (NLT)

For | pass on to you what | received from the Lord himself. On the night when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took
some bread ?* and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in pieces and said, “This is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” % In the same way, he took the cup of wine after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant between God and his people—an agreement confirmed with my blood. Do this in remembrance of me
as often as you drink it.”  For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death
until he comes again.



