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Leave Your Father in the Boat 
Jeromey Martini – May 24, 2026 

 
Mark 1:19-20 NIV   

When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, 
preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men and followed him. 
 
Jesus’ family looked different to ours. 
 
Jesus and his disciples reconfigured the family. 
 
Jesus’ call triumphs over family. 
 
Mark 3:31-34 NIV  

Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A 
crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for 
you.” 33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked.  34 Then he looked at those seated in a 
circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 
 
Luke 12:51-53 NIV   

Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52 From now on there will be 
five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be 
divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 
Mark 1:16-20 NIV  
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for 
people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called 
them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 
 
 
What does this mean for us? 

• Reminder: God has no grandchildren. 

• As children we must choose to follow God’s call. 

• As a parents (and spiritual parents), either we pave the way or we are in the way of 
God’s call. 

 
When Jesus calls – Who will be in the boat? 
 


